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Message Text 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 01 KABUL 00664 240425Z 
ACTION SNM-05 

INFO OCT-01 EUR- 1 2 EB-08 EA-10 NEA-10 IO-13 ISO-OO 
SS-15 HEW-04 DODE-OO DEAE-00 CIAE-00 INR-07 
JUSE-00 NSAE-00 CTME-00 TRSE-00 USIA-06 NSC-05 
OES-07 OMB-01 L-03 AID-05 /112W 

113966 240801Z/14 

R 240335Z JAN 78 
FM AMEMBASSY KABUL 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 6223 
INFO USMISSION GENEVA 
AMEMBASSY MANILA 
AMEMBASSY PARIS 
USUN NEW YORK 692 

CONFIDENTIAL KABUL 0664 

MANILA FOR USREP, ADB 

PARIS FOR DEA 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: SNAR, AF 

SUBJECT: UPPER HELM AND OPIUM ERADICATION PROJECT: POSSIBLE 
PARTICIPATION BY THE ASIAN DEVELOPMENT BANK 

REF: GENEVA 0640 

PARAGRAPH 2-E OF THE REFTEL STATES THAT THE ASIAN 
DEVELOPMENT BANK (ADB) WILL NOT BE APPROACHED UNTIL AFTER 
DEMETRE AND EMBLAD ACHIEVE "GOA-UNDP-UNFDAC AGREEMENT RE 
THE HELM AND PROJECT" DURING THEIR MARCH VISIT (WHICH WE 
PRESUME REPLACES DEMETRE'S SCHEDULED FEBRUARY VISIT). 

THE GOA SIDE OF THE JOINT COMMISSION (AS WELL AS THE 
EMBASSY AND UNDP/AFGHANISTAN) HAD BEEN UNDER THE IMPRESSION 
THAT DEMETRE WOULD HAVE RESOLVED THE QUESTION OF 
POSSIBLE ADB INTEREST IN ASSISTANCE BEFORE RETURNING 
CONFIDENTIAL 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 02 KABUL 00664 240425Z 

HERE FOR HIS NEXT PRESENTATION. IF THAT IMPORTANT 
QUESTION IS STILL UNRESOLVED AT THE MARCH SESSION OF THE 
JOINT COMMISSION, THE VARIOUS INTERESTED PARTIES AT KABUL 
MIGHT FIND IT DIFFICULT TO APPROVE A PROJECT PROPOSAL WHICH 
DOES NOT GIVE SOME CONCRETE IDEA OF HOW THE EXPENSIVE 
FINANCING OF THE FIRST INFRASTRUCTURE ELEMENT IS GOING 
TO BE COVERED. DEMETRE HAS ALREADY BEEN AUTHORIZED BY THE 
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JOINT COMMISSION TO APPROACH THE ADB ABOUT THIS PROJECT. 

THE RETURN TO KABUL IN MARCH WITHOUT AN ADB RESPONSE, 

HOWEVER INFORMAL. COULD WELL RESULT IN AN INCONCLUSIVE 
REACTION BY THE AFGHANS. THEREBY DELAYING FURTHER THE 
"OFFICIAL GOA REQUEST" FOR ONWARD ACTION WHICH UNFDAC 
HAS BEEN SEEKING. THEREFORE, WE WOULD STRONGLY RECOMMEND 
THAT UNFDAD AND/OR THE UNDP CONSULT THE ADB BEFORE THE MARCH 
VISIT OF EMBLAD AND DEMETRE. IT IS IMPORTANT TO HAVE THE 
GENERAL REACTION AND VIEWS OF THE BANK AT THIS STATE. 

ELIOT 


CONFIDENTIAL 
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